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First NUSCT conference held in the Faroe Islands in june 2025: "The Role of Universities in Small Scale
Societies”

The University of the Faroe Islands would like to welcome you to the NUSCT History Conference which will be
held on 2-3 June 2025 at the Faculty of History and Social Sciences, J. Broncksgsta 25, Torshavn, Faroe Islands.

The universities in the NUSCT co-operation are all part of small-scale societies, and the theme of the conference is which
role universities have in such societies.

Universities in small scale societies have a different role to Qlaz in their communities, whether it is local or national,
compared to universities in large countries. Many universities in these societies are established with a certain purpose, e.g.
to stop out-migration or to preserve local culture and language. Universities can also play a vital role in modernising local
communities, and in this effort, universities often have a close connection to palitical institutions. These purposes can give
universities in small scale societies certain challenges. A consequence can be, that there is more focus on education and
applied science than in universities in larger societies.

In line with this theme, we welcome presentations on the following topics:

he role of the university in democracy and political institutions

The prioritisation of research fields in small scale societies - e.g. society, culture, language, health, basic research or applied
research

Demographic challenges - societal role of universities in terms of migration and gender
Universities as identity bearers - local, national, and regional

nsformation of societies - and the universities role in it



https://www.62n.fo/en/nusct/
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Restoring Truth and Sanity to American SEYLIVE A
History — The White House ’

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP The WHITE HOUSE

Itis the policy of my Administration to restore Federal sites dedicated to history, including parks
and museums, to solemn and uplifting public monuments that remind Americans of our
unmatched record of advancing IiEerty, prosperity, and human flourishing. Museums in our
Nation's capital should be places where individuals go to learn — not to be subjected to

ideological indoctrination or divisive narratives that distort our shared history.

To advance this policy, we will restore the Smithsonian Institution to its rightful place as a

symbol of inspiration and American greatness -- igniting the imagination of young minds,

honoring the richness of American history and innovation, and instilh ide in the hearts of

all Americans.

~——


https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
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In Victory Day Speech, Putin Rails
Against ‘Distortion’ of History - The
Moscow Times
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In Victory Day Speech, Putin
Rails Against ‘Distortion’ of
History

OPINION

o ® o @ @ 0 @ Russian President Vladimir Putin gave a defiant speech Thursday slamming

Ukraine and its Western allies over their alleged attempts to “distort” history and
stoke regional conflicts as he attended a military parade on Red Square to mark

Victory Day.

“Today we see how they’re trying to distort the truth about WWIL It interferes
with those who are used to building their essentially colonial policy based on

hypocrisy and lies,” Putin told assembled guests and servicemen.

“Revanchism, abuse of history, and an attempt to justify the current Nazi
followers is part of an overall policy of the Western elites to stoke new regional
conflicts,” he said, seeming to refer to the authorities in Kyiv, whom Russian

officials including Putin regularly accuse of holding neo-Nazi views.

The Kremlin has traditionally used Victory Day for bombastic events that

promote patriotic unity and showcase the country’s military might.
n Thursday Vyacheslav Prokofyev / TASS



https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/09/in-victory-day-speech-putin-rails-against-distortion-of-history-a85075
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Aldarsaga Héskéla Islands

 “Clear emphasis that the foundation
of the University was intrinsically
tied to the struggle for an
independent nation-state” (p. 20)

* “The new university should
counteract parochialism and
chauvinism, features which Bjérn
[Olsen, first rector] felt were clearly
apparent in Iceland” (p. 21)

ALDARSAGA
HASKOLA ISLANDS
1911-2011
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https://sjodir.hi.is/sites/sjodir.hi.is/files/aldarsaga_haskola_islands_1911-2011_bls_1-108.pdf

Préfessorsstada tengd nafni |6ns
Sigurdssonar forseta | Pingtidindi |
Albingi
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“In our time, there is a tendency to flatten
history, to diminish the value of
achievements, and to claim that
everything was mostly the result of the
circumstances of the time. But the value of
the Icelandic struggle for independence
cannot be diminished. ... Long live the
memory of Jén Sigurdsson.” (Sigmundur
David Gunnlaugsson, 15 June 2011, Prime
Minister of Iceland, 2013-2016)


https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/r15112303.sgml
https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/r15112303.sgml
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“| believe it is a fundamental principle
that the university is an independent
institution. Frankly, | find it both old-
fashioned and poor practice for the
Icelandic Parliament to interfere in how
the university organizes its affairs.
Therefore, Mme President, no matter how
respectable, noble, and admirable this
may be, | am afraid | cannot give it my

vote.” (Valgerdur Bjarnadéttir, Social
Democrat MP, 11 June 2011)


https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/l11134436.sgml
https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/l11134436.sgml
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Axel Kristinsson, Expansions

“l had entered the University
of Iceland wanting to study
the history of mankind but all
| got was the history of
Iceland. it was a small
national university burdened

with the patriotic sentiments .
of a newly independent »/
nation. Everyone, professors . /

and students alike, 4

concentrated on Icelandic EXPANSIONS

history, at most seeing world
history as a sort of
background.” (p. vii)
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The University of the Faroe Islands
10 May 2022

appraisal of our past we
have to add caveats and
clarifications. We have to
add an international context
and we have to admit to
faults — we have to face up
to the darker side of our
nationalism.
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NATIONALISM IN TURBULENT TIMES:

LESSONS FOR SMALL NATIONS Similarly, | s’rrongly belipve

IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC that we should 0I:l|y praise
the virtues of nationalism if

G we are at the same time
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Guoni Th. Johannesson 1.0 I'l'S P?’fenhal dangersl SO
at visible in our past and
The University of the Faroe Islands resent. We must never

10 May 2022 orget the evils of excessive

nationalism, the danger of
xenophobia, racism and
intolerance based on the
alleged need to defend the
purﬁy, honour and integrity
of the nation.



NATIONALISM IN TURBULENT TIMES:
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“In an age when it is so common for progressive,
cosmopolitan intellectuals (particularly in Europe?)
to insist on the near-pathological character of
nationalism, its roots in fear and hatred of the
Other, and its affinities with racism, it is useful to
remind ourselves that nations inspire love, and
often profoundly self-sacrificing love.” (Benedict
Anderson, Imagined Communities, p. 141)


https://gudni.forseti.is/media/7955/20220510-haskolinn_i_faereyjum1.pdf
https://gudni.forseti.is/media/7955/20220510-haskolinn_i_faereyjum1.pdf
https://gudni.forseti.is/media/7955/20220510-haskolinn_i_faereyjum1.pdf

ggggrsny of Iceland | Strategy 2021- 5 universiTy

 The University of Iceland was —_
founded 110 years ago and
has since remained an —,
integral part of Icelandic | A Better University
society. for a Better Society f

 The University fosters an open
and diverse environment for
learning and research,
maintains strong relationships
with key institutions of society
and partners with universities
and other knowledge centres
around the world.

STRATEGY 2021-2026
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Gudni Th. Johannesson appointed Jon
Sigurdsson professor
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Faroese fairytale written in Basel with

point on EHF EURO debut
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Handball History Made: 3,000

Fans Witness Faroe Islands’

Thrilling Draw Against

Ar

Netherlands in New National
ena | Handball Planet



https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/newspages/en/faroese-fairytale-written-in-basel/
https://ehfeuro.eurohandball.com/newspages/en/faroese-fairytale-written-in-basel/
https://www.handball-planet.com/handball-history-made-3000-fans-witness-faroe-islands-thrilling-draw-against-netherlands-in-new-national-arena/#:~:text=The%20Faroe%20Islands%20made%20history,kept%20the%20crowd%20engaged%20throughout.
https://www.handball-planet.com/handball-history-made-3000-fans-witness-faroe-islands-thrilling-draw-against-netherlands-in-new-national-arena/#:~:text=The%20Faroe%20Islands%20made%20history,kept%20the%20crowd%20engaged%20throughout.
https://www.handball-planet.com/handball-history-made-3000-fans-witness-faroe-islands-thrilling-draw-against-netherlands-in-new-national-arena/#:~:text=The%20Faroe%20Islands%20made%20history,kept%20the%20crowd%20engaged%20throughout.
https://www.handball-planet.com/handball-history-made-3000-fans-witness-faroe-islands-thrilling-draw-against-netherlands-in-new-national-arena/#:~:text=The%20Faroe%20Islands%20made%20history,kept%20the%20crowd%20engaged%20throughout.
https://www.handball-planet.com/handball-history-made-3000-fans-witness-faroe-islands-thrilling-draw-against-netherlands-in-new-national-arena/#:~:text=The%20Faroe%20Islands%20made%20history,kept%20the%20crowd%20engaged%20throughout.
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* Universities in small societies do play a special
role in advancing and strengthening culture,
language, heritage and other unique features.

« Academic freedom and principles must trump
political and nationalistic considerations

* Positive patriotism and academic research can
go hand in hand

* That's why this conference is so important,
timely, and brilliant
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