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Restoring Truth and Sanity to American 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-truth-and-sanity-to-american-history/


In Victory Day Speech, Putin Rails 
Against ‘Distortion’ of History - The 
Moscow Times
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The Golden Age (of historians?)

Jón Sigurðsson (1811-1879), 
scholar and leader of 
Iceland‘s indepedence
movement



Aldarsaga Háskóla Íslands 

• “Clear emphasis that the foundation 
of the University was intrinsically 
tied to the struggle for an 
independent nation-state” (p. 20)

• “The new university should 
counteract parochialism and 
chauvinism, features which Björn 
[Ólsen, first rector] felt were clearly 
apparent in Iceland” (p. 21)

https://sjodir.hi.is/sites/sjodir.hi.is/files/aldarsaga_haskola_islands_1911-2011_bls_1-108.pdf


Prófessorsstaða tengd nafni Jóns 
Sigurðssonar forseta | Þingtíðindi | 
Alþingi

“In our time, there is a tendency to flatten 
history, to diminish the value of 
achievements, and to claim that 
everything was mostly the result of the 
circumstances of the time. But the value of 
the Icelandic struggle for independence 
cannot be diminished. … Long live the 
memory of Jón Sigurðsson.” (Sigmundur 
Davíð Gunnlaugsson, 15 June 2011, Prime 
Minister of Iceland, 2013-2016)
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Prófessorsstaða tengd nafni Jóns 
Sigurðssonar forseta, fyrri umr. | 
Þingtíðindi | Alþingi

“I believe it is a fundamental principle 
that the university is an independent 
institution. Frankly, I find it both old-
fashioned and poor practice for the 
Icelandic Parliament to interfere in how 
the university organizes its affairs. 
Therefore, Mme President, no matter how 
respectable, noble, and admirable this 
may be, I am afraid I cannot give it my 
vote.” (Valgerður Bjarnadóttir, Social 
Democrat MP, 11 June 2011)

https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/l11134436.sgml
https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/l11134436.sgml
https://www.althingi.is/altext/139/06/l11134436.sgml


Axel Kristinsson, Expansions

“I had entered the University 
of Iceland wanting to study 
the history of mankind but all 
I got was the history of 
Iceland. it was a small 
national university burdened 
with the patriotic sentiments 
of a newly independent 
nation. Everyone, professors 
and students alike, 
concentrated on Icelandic 
history, at most seeing world 
history as a sort of 
background.” (p. vii)



"Tíu spurningar. Hugleiðingar um 
þorskastríðin" (2002) | Guðni Th. 
Jóhannesson
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Another way to approach 
the question of the end of 
the Cod Wars lies, 
however, in the attitude of 
Icelanders toward the 
conflicts, a quarter of a 
century after their 
conclusion. Has enough 
time passed since the end 
of the Cod Wars for 
Icelanders to weigh and 
evaluate them in the same 
way people, for example, 
have been re-examining the 
struggle for independence?

"The struggle for Iceland’s 
independence is over," said 
Guðmundur Hálfdanarson, 
professor of history, for 
instance, in the middle of the 
last decade. The heroic glow 
that characterized the story of 
independence is no longer 
applicable, as Guðmundur 
also pointed out that further 
writings on the struggle for 
independence in the coming 
years will "in all likelihood 
drive the final nail into the 
coffin of the unifying 
narrative."



And while I ask you not to 
forget what I have just 
outlined about the potential 
benefits of positive 
patriotism, I want to 
emphasize that for a frank 
appraisal of our past we 
have to add caveats and 
clarifications. We have to 
add an international context 
and we have to admit to 
faults – we have to face up 
to the darker side of our 
nationalism.



Similarly, I strongly believe 
that we should only praise 
the virtues of nationalism if 
we are at the same time 
ready and willing to admit 
to its potential dangers, so 
visible in our past and 
present. We must never 
forget the evils of excessive 
nationalism, the danger of 
xenophobia, racism and 
intolerance based on the 
alleged need to defend the 
purity, honour and integrity 
of the nation.



NATIONALISM IN TURBULENT TIMES: 
LESSONS FOR SMALL NATIONS IN 
THE NORTH ATLANTIC

“In an age when it is so common for progressive, 
cosmopolitan intellectuals (particularly in Europe?) 
to insist on the near-pathological character of 
nationalism, its roots in fear and hatred of the 
Other, and its affinities with racism, it is useful to 
remind ourselves that nations inspire love, and 
often profoundly self-sacrificing love.” (Benedict 
Anderson, Imagined Communities, p. 141)
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University of Iceland | Strategy 2021-
2026

• The University of Iceland was 
founded 110 years ago and 
has since remained an 
integral part of Icelandic 
society.

• The University fosters an open 
and diverse environment for 
learning and research, 
maintains strong relationships 
with key institutions of society 
and partners with universities 
and other knowledge centres 
around the world.
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Guðni Th. Jóhannesson appointed Jón 
Sigurdsson professor | University of 
Iceland
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Faroese fairytale written in Basel with 
point on EHF EURO debut

Handball History Made: 3,000 
Fans Witness Faroe Islands’ 
Thrilling Draw Against 
Netherlands in New National 
Arena | Handball Planet
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Conclusions

• Universities in small societies do play a special 
role in advancing and strengthening culture, 
language, heritage and other unique features.

• Academic freedom and principles must trump 
political and nationalistic considerations

• Positive patriotism and academic research can 
go hand in hand

• That’s why this conference is so important, 
timely, and brilliant
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